
The path to net zero: 
Digital trends for AEC 
firms in Northern Europe
A new report from Autodesk reveals the latest sustainability 
initiatives and maturity levels of firms in Northern Europe. 

In partnership with global consulting partner, Frost & 
Sullivan, 400 business leaders were surveyed across 
architecture, engineering, and construction (AEC) industries 
to understand challenges and drivers in this critical area. 
 
Discover the AEC highlights here

Firms that already have a dedicated Sustainability Team in place

Three Cs driving change

Powering sustainable decisions with data

Firms still face challenges in implementing 
strategies, but the benefits are clear.

For the full story download our Autodesk whitepaper here

Beyond CSR: how companies are taking the initiative

Serious Investment: putting their money where their mindset is
Predicted spend in the next five years to become more sustainable

Prioritising sustainability

Sustainability drivers

Benefits of sustainability adoption

Conclusion

in Architecture 
and Engineering.

85%

The planned 
investment that the 
average large AEC 

firm will make. 

€3.9m
Of AEC firms 

are investing in 
improving workflows 

to use less energy 
and materials.

60%

Say sustainability 
commitments 
are an important 
selection criteria 
for partnering with 
others 

Customer retention

Culture development

Digital Sustainability: The Path to Net Zero for Design & Manufacturing, 
and Architecture, Engineering & Construction (AEC) industries 
Frost & Sullivan research for Autodesk in Northern Europe

in construction.
79%

47%

Reduce
‘Embracing sustainability 

reduced our energy 
consumption’ say 64%.

Innovate
‘Low carbon innovation 

to reduce environmental 
footprint is important to 

achieve sustainability goals’ 
say 59%. 

Optimise
‘Sustainability enables better 

use of resources’ say 70%.

82%

47%

firms  
agreed  

clients expect them  
to adopt sustainability 
best practices.

state attracting  
talent and  

employee satisfaction are  
key sustainability drivers.

Competitive advantage

75% believe 
green creds 

give them an edge when 
competing for business.

Are investing 
in technology 
to improve 
sustainability.

72%

“More and more companies are 
setting bold sustainability and 
climate commitments that are 
increasingly complex and hard to 
achieve. The digital transformation 
is accelerating collaboration and 
innovation across industries, 
thereby enabling companies to 
deliver on our shared aspiration  
for a sustainable future.”  

Lynelle Cameron

Vice President, Sustainability  
at Autodesk 

CEO, Autodesk Foundation

“Evolving from the dynamic BIM process 
to digital twins—digital reflections of 
physical entities—will help designers, 
manufacturers and builders to predict, 
and support with informed decisions 
based on real-world conditions through 
sensor data and intelligent models. The 
operational and behavioural awareness 
of digital twins will help businesses 
achieve better outcomes for people 
throughout the lifecycles of products, 
buildings, and infrastructure.”

Fredrick Royan

Vice President, Sustainability and 
Circular Economy at Frost and Sullivan

LEARN MORE

Expect investment 
to increase in the 
next two years.50%

https://www.autodesk.eu/industry/accelerate-sustainability
https://www.autodesk.eu/industry/accelerate-sustainability

